[=Yelda}
laugh,
live

usda

Bramhall

March
2026

www.bramhallu3a.org.uk

February month

Dave Walmsl:
judgement on"

urchill was
very well receivedib 5

caipacit audienc
| }

The knitting group are selling Easter novelties

at the March meeting with profits going to:
Francis House Children's Hospice

Not at the meeting? Why not give Sheila a call.

Contact details are in the last newsletter and in

groups section of the website.

Sheila Porter

Did you know - The name March comes from Martius, the first month in the Roman calendar?

It was named after Mars, the Roman god of war, and an ancestor of the Roman people through his
sons Romulus and Remus. His month, Martius, was the beginning of the season for warfare, and
the festivals held in his honour during the month were mirrored by others in October, when the
season for these activities came to a close. Even in late antiquity, Roman mosaics picturing the

months sometimes still placed March first.

March begins on the same day of the week as November and ends on the same day of the week as
June every year. March birthstones are aquamarine and bloodstone. Its birth flower is the daffodil.

It's 2026 .. . . so spread your wings
Join a new interest group this month.
There are now 75 to choose from.
Check our website for further details

Art Appreciation
The next Art Appreciation talk will be at
2pm on Wednesday April 8th at the Village
Club on Lumb Lane when Frank Vigon will
be giving a talk titled:
Bish Bash Bosch To Hell and Back.
Everyone is welcome

Science Group

The next Science Group talk will be at 2pm
on Wednesday April 1st when Stephen
Pechey will be giving a talk: How do you
know what you think you know? How do
we make decisions?

Talks are held at the Village Club on Lumb
Lane. Please note the room is limited to a
capacity of 65. There is a charge of £2.00

From the Pickleball Group

A BEACON update

Beacon is the online system that allows u3a’s to
manage all membership procedures. It's password
protected, it supports Data Privacy and it's compliant
with all legal requirements.

Bramhall u3a moved its membership data to the
Beacon database in October 2025 and since then we
have been using Beacon for membership enrolment,
renewals and for the issuing of membership cards.
These processes are now much more straightforward,
but as you might expect, there is an associated cost.
The cost is based on the number of current members,
i.e. those members who have paid the annual
subscription fee for the current year. Every year this
fee is requested in March.

It is therefore important that we are only invoiced for
the current membership, so members who are not
yet current will be given the status ‘lapsed’ until
payment is received.

| hope you consider this as a reasonable way to
proceed in order to monitor a group as large as the
Bramhall u3a. Barrie Roberts Beacon Administrator

Bramhall Park Lane Tennis Club is holding an Open Day on Saturday 18th April 12.00-4pm . The
Bramhall u3a Pickleball group is based at the club on Bramhall Park Road and play Monday-Friday
mornings. We invite you to come and try pickleball or find out more information at the open day. It's

great fun and keeps you active. Refreshments and cakes will be available.

Carol Wilson
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Unlock the World of Bramhall u3a. Anytime, anywhere

Our website is the only platform where all the information about Bramhall u3a is together in one
place and is accessible at any time. Link: https://www.bramhallu3a.org.uk/

This includes the General Information page, found in the drop-down menu under News. It contains
details about the activities of other u3as and also facilities provided by Stockport Metropolitan
Borough Council, such as the Free Home Library Service. There is a link to this service on our
Home page and also on the Links page under Local Services.

Take the time to browse our website Barrie Roberts Website Manager

Here are some unusual festivals celebrated in March

Lazarim Carnival - Portugal: Known for its "caretos" (devil-like figures) wearing large wooden masks
rather than traditional carnival feathers, finishing with a mock tribunal.

Nyepi Day - Bali, Indonesia: A unique, silent New Year's Day (starting March 3, 2026) where the
entire island shuts down for 24 hours. No lights, no traffic, and no talking, to trick evil spirits into
thinking the island is uninhabited.

Woolsack Races - Tetbury, UK: A gruelling, centuries-old tradition where participants race up a
steep hill carrying heavy, 60 lb sacks of wool.

George Washington's Bathtub Celebration - West Virginia, USA: A month-long event where
participants wade in 24 degree mineral springs to commemorate the first president'’s teenage trips
to the area.

Knott's Boysenberry Festival -California, USA: A food-focused festival, March 13—April 12,
2026, celebrating the hybrid fruit that spawned a theme park.

Whuppity Scoorie - Lanark, Scotland: A local tradition on March 1st where children run around the
local church, swinging paper balls on strings to scare away the winter.

Starkbierfest - Munich, Germany: Known as the "strong beer festival," it is a less touristy, more
intense version of Oktoberfest, focusing on high-alcohol, dark beer.

But, most important of all . . . March is National Umbrella Month

THEATRE - Events open for booking

Theatre contacts: Frances Bell & Kay Witham

March 17 - 21 Carousel - Romiley Operatic Society at Plaza (Waiting list) £19
June 4 The Music of Simon and Garfunkel - Bridgewater Hall by coach £65
May 18 - 23 The Great Gatsby - Players Dramatic Society £14
Aug 2 Gilbert and Sullivan - The Pirates of Penzance at Buxton by coach £50

(waiting list)
Sept 24 High Society - at the Lowry by coach £72

Cancellation, Refund and Guest Policies for Outings and Theatre Trips
A full refund will be made if a booking with payment is cancelled by telephone within 7 days of the booking being made. In other circumstances, a full or partial refund will only be made if there is a sufficient number of members on the
trip to cover the costs. A refund of ticket costs can only be made where either the ticket has not yet been purchased or the ticket is sold to another member.

Refunds - All refunds will be made after the theatre event/outing has taken place.
Guest policy — Non-members can come on a theatre event/outing as a guest of a member on one occasion only.

Other Aspects
The costs for all theatre events, outings and holidays will include transport, driver’s tip and where appropriate, tickets. The dates for future outings, for which bookings are not yet being taken, are posted on the website
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