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The pickleball suspects: Giant Sandals, Perfect Pippa,
Ailment Al, Penelope Grabber (club treasurer). With the
suspects are Bobby Sleuth & Randy Balls in his coffin

Peter & Kathryn Meddows W|th Julle Suckling & Steve Goodall

DEADLY SERVE |

A PICKLEBALL MURDER MYSTERY
UNFOLOS IN THE KITCHEN . . .

A pickleball-themed murder mystery was created for our pickleball group to
bring established and new members together to enjoy a social evening at
Bramhall Park Lawn Tennis Club on August 23.

The event was well attended with 34 participants all dressed to impress in a red and black murder
mystery theme to match the colours and theme of the event. Disused cracked pickleballs were
upcycled to create the suspects of Penny Grabber (club treasurer), Perfect Pippa, Giant Sandals
and Ailment Al. Randy Balls, who had been murdered in the kitchen, appeared in his coffin alongside
various pickleball-themed props.

After viewing the crime scene, participants had to solve twelve clues and challenges in teams of
four. The evening included one of the characters, Trevor Tunes, retired cabaret singer, bursting into
various murder songs such as Killing Me Softly, Murder on the Dance Floor and | Just Died in Your
Arms.

Everyone had fun and enjoyed the evening. The winning team received murder mystery trophies
made from pickleballs, of course, and daggers! Carol Wilson

Charities

As a charity ourselves, we are not permitted to give to other charities under our name. However,
for a number of years, we have had two charities to which our members mostly contribute, namely
St Ann’s Hospice and The Wellspring.

These monies do not pass through our u3a’s accounts, but are passed directly to the charities by
the members who have chosen to support them. Any individual member or group is at liberty to
choose a charity and support it in their own way.

We are justifiably proud of the work done by our members in supporting a number of local and
national charities. Helen Webster.




September is the ninth month, but it means seven

In the original Roman republican calendar September was the seventh month of the year, and not
the ninth, as it is now.

In 46 BC, when Julius Caesar introduced the Julian calendar, the year grew to include two more
months, January and February. Despite repeated attempts to change them, the names for
September, October, November, and December not only stuck, but also spread to other languages
as well.

The strangeness of calling the ninth month “Seventh Month” didn't seem to bother the speakers of
Old English as September replaced the Old English forms Haligmdnad and Heserfestménad, which,
when translated, mean “harvest month” in modern English.
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After the new law takes effect, drivers aged 70+ will need to
provide proof of a successfully completed eye test alongside
their licence renewal application.

How to Renew Your Licence (Current Rules)

Receive the Form: The DVLA will send you a renewal form when you turn 70.

Declare Medical Fitness: You must declare on the form that you are fit to drive, including
telling them about any medical conditions or medications that may affect your driving.

Self - Report Vision Issues: You are legally required to tell the DVLA if you have a problem with
your eyesight, though this doesn't include being short-sighted, long-sighted, or colour blind.

What to Expect with the new law (expected Autumn 2025)

A mandatory Eye Test: You will need to pass a compulsory eye test carried out by an optician.
Evidence of Test: You will have to submit proof of this completed eye test with your renewal
application.

Licence Status: Failing the eye test may result in being unable to drive.

What the Test Involves
Legally Required Standard:
You must be able to read a number plate from 20 metres away in good daylight.
Visual Acuity:
You'll need to meet a specific visual acuity standard of 6/12 on the Snellen scale, measured
using both eyes together or with your only sighted eye.

Where to Get Your Test
Opticians: You can get the eye test from your usual optician or another provider.

Pause for thought: 56% of UK optometrists have seen a patient in the last month who
continues to drive despite being told their vision is below the legal standard.

Check out the link below which is also on our website on the “Links” page.
https://www.bramhallu3a.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Gen-Renew-your-driving-licence-at-70.pdf
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https://www.dictionary.com/browse/roman-calendar
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/julian-calendar

A full email Inbox is a waste of space

Most Junk, Spam or Trash email folders usually hold about one month of unwanted
emails before automatically deleting them. If you think you may be missing an email
then you have up to a month to check these folders.

Alternatively, an email could have bounced off a full Inbox and a failed delivery
note sent back to sender.

An Inbox” can become full if not properly controlled. Control requires you to regularly delete
emails that have been dealt with, or to move emails to other folders if you wish to keep them. Most
email providers include a Saved folder as standard if you don’t wish to create any folders yourself.

The transfer of emails from Inbox to another folder is achieved by clicking on the email in the list of

emails and dragging it over the name of the new folder. Barrie Roberts - Webmaster
Walking Group 2025 Meetings in 2025
Thurs 9 October Chadkirk Thursday October 16
6m MOD+  Viv Grimsha
e W The 60s: Decade or Decadence
Thurs 22 October Styal/River Bollin Presented by Frank Vigon
5m MOD Marie Roberts
Thurs 13 November Marple/Roman Lakes Thursday November 20
5m EASY Bryan Johnson Lucky Hitler
Thurs 26 November Disley to New Mills Presented by Geoff Scargill
6m EASY+ Ray Atkinson Text or WhatsApp
Friday 12 December TBD Thursday December 11
6m EASY Sally Atkinson *Note changed date of meeting™*
Definition of Grade: Memories Of the 603
Easy A flat walk with no hills Mod Generally a flat walk with some hills Presented by Malcolm Macfarlane
Tough A walk with some hills which may be severe

Science Group Next Meeting October 1st

The next talk will be at 2pm on Wednesday October 1st at the Village Club on Lumb Lane when Prof.
G. King of Manchester University will be speaking on the subject of Renewable Energy Sources.
Please note: the seating capacity of the room is 65.

Art Appreciation - Friday October 10 at 2pm *Please note change of day*

The next Art Appreciation talk will be at the Village Club on Lumb Lane when Frank Vigon will be
giving a talk titled “Imagine” . It will be about Maxfield Parrish , an American painter from the early
years of the 20th Century. Everyone is welcome

THEATRE - Events open for booking

Date
Theatre contacts: Frances Bell & Kay Witham Price
Oct 23 Fiddler on the Roof Palace Theatre Manchester. Matinee by coach £66
The cost may reduce if sufficient people want to attend
Oct 21-26 Anything Goes Stockport Operatic Society at the Plaza £20
w/c Sept 29 | Steel Magnolias Players Dramatic Society. 4 for 3 Season Tickets avail. £14 tbc
June 4 2026 | The music of Simon and Garfunkel Bridgewater Hall by coach TBC




Alaister Macrae - Chairman

Meg Rowell - Secretary
Chris Stubbs - Groups

Jill Rickman - Almoner

Your Committee

Helen Webster Speakers/Charities
Bob Dumbarton - Newsletter

Graham Porter - Equipment

Peter Webster - Vice Chair/Newsletter

Alistair Gardner -Treasurer
Kay Witham - Membership
Frances Bell - Theatre

Barrie Roberts - Website Manager

u3a Bramhall - Groups information

Group

Art

Art Appreciation
Badminton

Bird Watching

Books

Bowling - Crown Green
Bridge - Beginners
Bridge - Duplicate

Café book club 1

Canasta

Card making
Creative writing
Cribbage
Cycling

Dining
Discussion
Discussion
Family History

N — N

Fitness & flexibility

French

Gardening A

Gardening B

German Intermediate

History 1

History 2

Italian Beginners

Italian Improvers

Knitting A

Knitting B

Mapping Bramhall

Pickleball

Pilates A

Poetry

Pub Quiz

Science for All

Scrabble

Singing For Fun

Spanish - Group 1

Spanish - Intermediate 2

Strollers

Table Tennis: Fun for All
Competitive Singles

THRIVE - Group 1

Ukulele

Video & Film Making

Walking

Wine Tasting

Leader
VACANCY
VACANCY
Dave Pennington
Robert Mantle
Dudley Newell
Gordon & Ruth Kempster
Angela Harding
Ray Lee

Olga Hampson
Kay Witham
Sharon Turner
Veronica Dean
Jill Rickman

Pat George

Val Barker
Steve Hughes
Vera Moore
Dina Levy

Brian Dougal
Mary Hambleton
Brian Turner
Vikki Radford
Kay Witham
Doreen Donnan
Nancy Comerford
Jean Cox
Angela Devaney
Olga Hampson
Steve Goodall
Helen Webster
Sheila Porter
Shelagh Lord
Val Murray

Julie Suckling
Vikki Radford
Valerie Greenwood
Cathie Kay
VACANCY

Val Barker

Vera McWhirter
Diana Blaney
Janet Smith
Ann barker

Liz Pennington
Liz Pennington
Carol Wilson
Jackie Harmer
Alaister Macrae
Viv Grimshaw
Judy Godsell

Days/Times

2nd + Wednesday - 10am to 12
2nd_ Wednesday_-_2pm
Tuesday - 1.45pm to 3.45
Usually 3rd/4th Thurs @ 9.15am
4th Thursday

Contact for details

Wednesday - 2pm
Wednesdays - 10am to 12
Monthly. Monday - 10.30am
Monthly. Tuesday - PM
Monthly. 3rd Wednesday - PM
Ist + 3rd Monday - 2pm
Closed Group

2nd Wednesday - 2pm

1st Thursday - 7.30pm

Days - various

Tues. or Wed. evening - 4th week
4th Monday - 2.30pm

4th Tuesday - 2pm

Monthly - Wednesday 2pm
Second Thursday - 1to 3pm
Mondays 09.30 - 10.15
Alternate Mondays - 2pm

2nd Monday - 2pm

2nd Monday - 2pm

2nd and 4th Tuesdays - 10.30am
Alt Thurs - 10am to 12

1st Thurs -10.30 to 12

2nd + 4th Tuesday - 10am

Alt Wed -10am to 1

3rd Tuesday - 2pm

1st Thursday - 2pm

3rd Monday - 2pm

Every weekday - 10am to 12
Monday - 10.30am + 11.40am
2nd Monday - Ipom

1st Thursday - 8.30 for 9pm
1st Wednesday - 2 to 4pm

2nd Monday - 2pm to 4.30

1st + 3rd Monday — 10am

Alt. Thursdays - 2pm

Tuesdays - 10am to 11.30

1st Tuesday pm — 3rd Wed am
1st/2nd/3rd Wednesday - 10 to 12
4th Wednesday - 10.30 to 12
New group - details to follow
2nd and 4th Tuesday - 2pm
Monthly - Contact for details
See schedule on website
Bi-monthly - contact for details
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